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hand, it is absolutely necessary that we should remain
in close sympathy and relationship with the mass of
the people, whose daily needs and common wants
should find fitting and frequent expression in our
midst.'*

Mr. Chamberlain's first attempt to enter the House
of Commons was made at the General Election of 1874
when he stood for Sheffield as there was no vacancy for
Birmingham, The omens were not propitious for
supporters of Mr* Gladstone, who had been in power
since 1868, and whose administration had become
decidedly unpopular. "For nearly five years," said
Mr. Disraeli, "the present Ministers have harassed
every trade, worried every profession, and assailed or
menaced every class, institution and species of property
in the country* Occasionally they have varied this
state of civil warfare by perpetuating some job which
outraged public opinion, or by stumbling into mistakes
which have been always discreditable and sometimes
ruinous/' It was, too, with reference to this Govern-
ment that the Leader of the Opposition made a
parallel which Lord Morley called " one of the few
pieces of classic oratory of the century39:

As time advanced it was not difficult to perceive
that extravagance was being substituted for energy
by the Government. The unnatural stimulus was
subsiding. Their paroxysms ended in prostration.
Some took refuge in melancholy, and their eminent
chief alternated between a menace and a sigh. ^As I
sat opposite the Treasury Bench the Ministers
reminded me of one of those marine landscapes not
very unusual on the coasts of South America. You
behold a range of exhausted volcanoes. Not a